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Awareness & Image

Sen. Perdue (R) is better known than his challenger, 

Jon Ossoff (D), among likely voters 50+, with both 

slightly in positive territory. Sen. Loeffler (R) has a net 

seven-point unfavorable image, and Rep. Collins (R) a 

9-point net favorable image.  Both are much better 

known than the Democrats running in the special 

election. 
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U.S. Senate Race

Perdue holds a 5-point edge over Ossoff among 

likely voters 50+. Ossoff keeps it close thanks to a 

small lead among Independents, while both receive 

heavy backing from their fellow partisans. Perdue’s 

lead among 50+ voters is due to a double-digit advantage 

with older voters (65+). The two are tied among voters 50-

64. Perdue leads among both men and women 50+ but has 

a larger advantage with men. Black voters 50+ 

overwhelmingly favor Ossoff.
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Among all likely voters 50+

All Likely Voters 50+

Democrats 50+

Independents 50+

Republicans 50+

Voters 50-64

Voters 65+

Men 50+

Women 50+

Black Voters 50+

U.S. Senate Race (Special Election)

Loeffler has a narrow lead over both Collins & Warnock (D) 

among voters 50+, with only the top two candidates advancing to 

the runoff.

Georgia: The Political Landscape and 50+ Voter Mindset

Loeffler 27%

Collins 23%

Warnock 23%

Lieberman 9%

Tarver 5%

Presidential Race

Trump leads Biden 51% - 44%, with demographic breaks among key groups of voters 50+ very 

similar to those in the Senate race.  
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Democrats: 86%-11%

Age 50-64 49%-46%

Women 50+: 50%-45%

Black Voters: 83%-15%

47%

Are you more likely to vote for a candidate who is focused on…

A clear majority of voters 50+ worry that someone in their family will contract 

coronavirus. Democrats are much more likely than Republicans to worry about this, 

though still about half of Republicans are worried. Worry about the virus is also 

somewhat higher among women 50+ than men, and much more prevalent among 

Black voters 50+.

Georgia voters 50+ are very skeptical about getting vaccinated for the coronavirus if an 

FDA-approved vaccine were available. Democrats and Black voters 50+ are especially 

unlikely to say they would, but even among Republicans less than half would get the 

vaccine. Also, despite being more worried about coronavirus, women 50+ are much 

less likely than men 50+ to say they would get vaccinated.

Voters are split on whether they would prefer a candidate who would focus on keeping 

families healthy or rebuilding the economy. There is a substantial partisan gap on this 

question, with Republicans heavily prioritizing the economy and Democrats favoring 

health. Women and Black voters favor the health-focused candidate, with men leaning 

toward the economic focus.

Georgia: Coronavirus

Overall 50+

Democrats 50+

Independents 50+

Republicans 50+

50-64

65+

Men 50+

Women 50+

Black Voters

41%

33%

42%

47%

36%

47%

49%

34%

24%

62%

77%

60%

51%

62%

62%

59%

64%

77%

Worry you or someone in your family contracting 

coronavirus (% worry very/somewhat often)

If an FDA-approved vaccine to prevent coronavirus 

was available right now at no cost, would you agree 

to be vaccinated? (% Yes)

48%

Rebuilding the economy by 

reopening businesses and 

getting people back to work.

Keeping families healthy and 

reducing the spread of 

Coronavirus in your community.

Republicans: 81%-13%

Age 65+: 48%-46%

Men 50+: 50%-45%
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Georgia: Voting
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Voters 50+

Voters 50-64

Voters 65+

Democrats 50+

Independents 50+

Republicans 50+

Black Voters 50+

A large majority of Georgia voters plan to vote prior to Election Day, with a plurality planning to 

vote early in-person. Just 3-in-10 voters 50+ plan to vote in-person in Election Day.  Absentee 

voting is higher among voters age 65+ and Democrats. A plurality of Republicans plan to vote 

in person on Election Day, different from voters 50+ overall.

Early

In-Person
In-Person

Elec. Day

For this 

November’s 

election, how will 

you be voting?

By Absentee/Mail

Among 50+ Voters

Overall 50+

Democrats 50+

Independents 50+

Republicans 50+

50-64

65+

Men 50+

Women 50+

Black Voters

60%

31%

52%

90%

60%

61%

61%

60%

38%

64%

86%

58%

49%

62%

66%

60%

67%

86%

How concerned are you that reductions in the 

postal service are going to prevent votes from 

being counted?

How concerned are you that expansion of voting by 

mail will lead to voter fraud?
% Very/

Somewhat

Concerned

A majority of Georgia voters 50+ express concerns about issues related to voting in 

November’s election: 64% are concerned that reductions in the postal service will prevent 

votes from being counted, while 60% are concerned that an expansion of voting by mail will 

lead to fraud. Despite similar levels of concern overall, different segments of the 50+ 

electorate have different concerns. Democrats and Black voters drive concern most strongly 

on reductions in postal service preventing votes being counted. Republicans are the group 

most concerned about vote by mail leading to voter fraud.
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Georgia: Protecting Voters 50+

93%

84%

How important is this issue when 

deciding your vote for U.S. Senate?

96%

88%

Support protecting Medicare from 

cuts and ensure America's seniors 

get the healthcare they need.

90%

88%

Allow Medicare to negotiate with drug 

companies for lower prices.

92%

83%

Support protecting Social Security 

from cuts to workers’ earned benefits.

89%

79%

Make quality, affordable long-term 

care options, from home care to 

nursing homes, available.

Democrats

Republicans

Importance of Social Security Protect Medicare

Medicare Rx Prices

Protect S.S. Funding

Affordable LTC

Q: Please tell me if would you be more likely or less likely to support a candidate for the U.S. Senate that 

advocated this position?

Significant majorities of voters 50+ say Social Security and Medicare are very important issues 

when deciding their vote for U.S. Senate.  Likewise, large majorities say they are more likely to 

vote for a candidate that fights to protect funding for Social Security and Medicare, to lower 

prescription drug prices, and for access to affordable long-term care options.
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Total More LikelyMuch More Likely

Extremely

Very

86% 80%

92%

74%

Importance of Medicare

Social Security Medicare

Despite the large partisan divisions 

on many issues, these issues unite 

voters 50+.  Candidates looking to 

increase their support among this 

crucial group of voters can speak 

to these issues and attract support 

across the electorate.

Large majorities of 50+ voters, both Republicans and Democrats, cite the importance of Social 

Security and Medicare on their Senate vote. Also, both would be more likely to vote for someone 

fighting for these issues, as well as lower Rx drug prices and better access to long-term care.

% more likely  to support a candidate for the U.S. Senate that advocated this position% extremely/very likely important on 

Senate vote
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U.S. Senate Race - Gender

While Sen. Perdue leads among 50+ men and 

women, his lead is 9 points larger among men.

By age, the gap is larger among voters 50-64, where 

women favor Ossoff by 6 points and Perdue leads 

men by the same margin. Among the 65+, both men 

and women are voting for Perdue by double-digits.
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Among all likely voters 50+

Likely Voters 50+

Voters 50-64

Voters 65+

Independents

Black Voters

Urban

Suburban

Rural

Less than College

College Grads

Married

Unmarried

Georgia: Women 50+

David Perdue

51%

Among all likely voters 50+

Jon Ossoff

46%

Net Perdue  

+5

+2

Net 

Perdue

-6

+13

-18

-79

-24

-15

+45

+12

-11

+11

Net 

Perdue

+6

+17

+1

-77

-17

+9

+37

+14

+4

-42 +5

+17 +14

Independent women 50+ are a good group for Ossoff, 

while Indy men 50+ are split. Black women and men both 

favor Ossoff by wide margins.

There are clear differences between women and men 

50+ in the suburbs, among college grads, and among 

those who are not married, with Ossoff performing 

considerably better among women in those groups and 

Perdue doing better with men.
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21%
Urban

43% 
are AARP 

members

EDUCATION

56

44

50-64 65+

33

65

4-Year College
Graduate+

Less than 4-Year
College

Profile Of Georgia 50+ Likely Voters

GENDER AARP

EMPLOYMENT

AGE

4

49

6

40
Employed

54% 
female

46% 
male

Unemployed

Retired

Homemaker

PARTY ID

33 28 40

Democrat RepublicanIndependent

RACE

59% White

32% Black

9% Other

LIVING IN…

28%
Rural

48%
Suburban

AARP commissioned the bipartisan polling team of Fabrizio Ward & Hart Research to conduct polls in five 

states with key U.S. Senate races, including Georgia. The firms interviewed 1600 likely Georgia voters, 

which includes a statewide representative sample of 800 likely voters, with oversamples of 400 likely voters 

age 50 and older, and 400 Black likely voters age 50 and older, between Aug. 30 and Sept. 5, 2020. The 

interviews were conducted via landline and cellphone. The margin of sampling error for the 800 statewide 

sample is ±3.5%; for the 758 total sample of voters 50+ is ±3.6%; and for the 597 total sample of Black 

voters 50+ is ±4.0%.

Due to rounding, answer choices may not always add up to 100%.  All reported data is among 50+ voters 

except when otherwise specified. Partisan crosstabs in this report represent how people identify 

themselves when asked, not how they are registered.

For more information, contact Kate Bridges at kbridges@aarp.org
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