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Coloradans Have Their Say
In March, AARP launched You’ve Earned a Say—a
national conversation about how to protect Medicare
and Social Security for today’s seniors and strengthen
them for future generations.
You’ve Earned a Say so far has engaged over 3
million people in this conversation and held over
3,000 events, including a nationwide tour visiting
communities across the country. Our earnedasay.org
website is providing Americans with interactive
tools and information about the policy options on
the table in Washington—the pros and cons—so
they can make up their own minds about how
these programs should be strengthened.
This report, Coloradans Have Their Say about
Medicare and Social Security, features comments
from residents of the Centennial State in their own
words, as well as the results of three questionnaires
that raise key questions facing these programs.
The questionnaires are not scientific surveys; they
indicate the opinions of the millions of people who
answered the various questionnaires.
On behalf of our 37 million members, we look
forward to working with both parties to find
commonsense solutions that will strengthen
Medicare and Social Security for today’s seniors
and future generations.
AARP National Survey Shows Support for
Medicare, Social Security across Party Lines
A recent AARP nationwide survey of registered
voters reflects what we’ve heard through our
questionnaires and events across the nation:
Medicare and Social Security are critical to the
health and retirement security of today’s seniors
and future generations, but reasonable adjustments
are needed to put the programs on stable ground.
The poll found that 47% of voters age 50+ are not
confident that they’ll ever be able to retire, and 67%
believe the recent economic downturn will force them
to rely even more on Social Security and Medicare.
Voters 50+ think the next president and Congress
need to strengthen Social Security (91%) and
Medicare (88%). They also overwhelmingly (91%)
believe that these issues are too big for either party
to fix alone and require Republicans and Democrats
to come together.

Why Strengthening Medicare and Social Security
Is So Important
Throughout You’ve Earned a Say, we’re consistently
hearing in cities and towns across America that
people of all ages and across party lines believe
Medicare and Social Security are critical to the health
and retirement security of seniors. They believe
the programs should be strengthened so future
generations have affordable health care and
a foundation of income when they retire.
Any decisions about the future of Medicare and Social
Security should be based on the following facts:
• Half of those 65 and older have incomes of less
than $20,000 per year.
• Even with Medicare, half of Medicare recipients
spend 17% of their incomes on health care costs.
• Today, half of the workforce has no employerprovided retirement plan.
• With the demise of the traditional pension, Social
Security is the only guaranteed source of income
most future retirees will have that they can’t outlive.
• More than one in three working households age 21 to
64 has no individual savings set aside for retirement.
• Even those households age 50 to 59 with retirement
savings do not have enough; one in four have less
than $27,000 and half have less than $80,000.
What Coloradans Are Saying about the Future
of Medicare and Social Security
Members and the public have the opportunity to
complete our three questionnaires at events in their
communities, on earnedasay.org, through the AARP
Bulletin, or by phone. This report provides the results
to date of all three questionnaires by state and, for
the first questionnaire, by congressional district.
Responses to questionnaires 2 & 3 are still coming
in, and congressional district results will be available
before the end of the year.
Coloradans have earned their say about Medicare and
Social Security. This is what they have told us.
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Questionnaire 1: Results
Questions

Results

1. Which of these statements do you think describes
Social Security the best?
A. Social Security is okay as it is
B. It needs minor changes
C. It needs major changes
D. It is in a state of crisis

D. 19%

C. 25%

A. 27%
B. 30%
C. 25%
D. 19%

B. 30%

2. Which of these statements do you think describes
Medicare the best?
A. Medicare is okay as it is
B. It needs minor changes
C. It needs major changes
D. It is in a state of crisis

D. 16%

C. 32%

3. Do you expect to get more back from Medicare
and Social Security than you have contributed,
less, or about the same?
A. More
B. Less
C. Same

C. 39%

A. 24%

B. 29%

A. 30%

A. 24%
B. 29%
C. 32%
D. 16%

A. 30%
B. 31%
C. 39%

B. 31%

4. When it comes to securing the future of Medicare and
Social Security, which of the following do you expect:
A. More funding will be needed to maintain the same benefits
B. Benefits will be reduced
C. Either A or B
D. None of the above

D. 12%
A. 34%
C. 42%

A. 34%
B. 12%
C. 42%
D. 12%

B. 12%

5. When it comes to changes being made to Social Security
and Medicare in Washington, which of the following
describes you the best:
A. I want to make my voice heard
B. I want to make my voice heard, but I don’t think it will make
any difference
C. I am not interested in being involved
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C. 6%

A. 46%
B. 48%
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A. 46%
B. 48%
C. 6%

Questionnaire 2: Results
Questions

Results

1. According to the Social Security Trustees, Social Security will be able
to pay all benefits for about 20 years and three-quarters of promised
benefits after that time. In order to ensure all benefits can be paid,
they say that some/small changes can be made now or larger
changes can be made later. Do you think changes should be made?
A. Major changes should be made now
B. We should wait a few years before making major changes
C. Some changes should be made now, but we should wait before
making any major changes
D. No changes should be made
2. Which of the following do you think is the biggest challenge facing
Social Security?
A. Benefits are too generous
B. Fewer workers are paying into the program
C. Growing senior population and longer retirements
D. Benefits are not adequate
E. Higher paid workers aren’t paying enough into the program
F. None of the above/Other

A. 28%
C. 48%

F. 9%

B. 16%

A. 3%
B. 18%

E. 28%
C. 26%
D. 17%

3. Some people have proposed benefit changes in Social Security to
protect vulnerable seniors and widows and assist caregivers. Which
of the following do you agree with more?
A. Improving benefits for vulnerable seniors, widows and caregivers
should be part of any changes to Social Security
B. We can’t afford to improve benefits for vulnerable seniors, widows
and caregivers
C. We should improve benefits, but not before we put the program on
stable financial ground
4. Social Security is the largest source of income for most current
retirees. For others, Social Security is just one source of retirement
income along with pensions, savings and investments. Thinking
about future retirees, which do you agree with more?
A. Social Security is too important to consider benefit changes for
future retirees
B. We need a balanced approach of benefit and revenue changes to make
sure Social Security is there for future retirees
C. The Social Security system is so broken that it should be completely
changed for future retirees
5. Which statement do you agree with more:
A. Everyone should get the benefits they’ve earned so it’s okay
for upper income workers to get higher benefits because they
contribute more into the system
B. Wealthy seniors, with more than $250,000 a year of income, have
other sources of retirement income and should get less—maybe
nothing—from Social Security so we can make the program
stronger for everyone else
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A. 22%

C. 66%

B. 12%

C. 11%
A. 22%

A. 28%
B. 16%
C. 48%
D. 8%

A. 3%
B. 18%
C. 26%
D. 17%
E. 28%
F. 9%

A. 22%
B. 12%
C. 66%

A. 22%
B. 66%
C. 11%

B. 66%

A. 57%
B. 43%
B. 43%
A. 57%

Questionnaire 3: Results
Questions

Results

1. According to the Medicare Trustees, Medicare can pay full
benefits for about 10 years and 90 percent of promised hospital
benefits after that. In order to ensure all benefits can be paid,
do you think changes should be made?
A. Major changes should be made now
B. We should wait a few years before making major changes
C. Some changes should be made now, but we should wait before
making any major changes
D. No changes should be made

D. 13%

B. 19%
C. 48%

2. Which of the following do you think is the biggest challenge
facing Medicare?
A. Medicare payroll taxes are not keeping up with benefit needs
B. Medicare premiums and out-of-pocket costs are too high
C. Growing senior population and longer retirements
D. Rising cost of health care
E. On average, seniors receive more in Medicare benefits than they
pay in
F. None of the above/Other

A. 9%
E. 6%

F. 16%
B. 13%

D. 37%

3. Which of these statements do you agree with more?
A. All future retirees should continue to get guaranteed coverage
and care as seniors do now
B. Future retirees should be given a set amount of money to choose
among many insurance plans with different benefits and costs

C. 19%

A. 21%
B. 19%
C. 48%
D. 13%

A. 9%
B. 13%
C. 19%
D. 37%
E. 6%
F. 16%

A. 74%
B. 26%

B. 26%

A. 74%

4. People have different views about changing Medicare.
Which comes closest to your personal view?
A. Medicare is too important to consider major changes
B. We need a balanced approach of benefit and revenue changes
to make sure Medicare is there for future retirees
C. The Medicare system is so broken that it should be completely
changed for future retirees

C. 7%

A. 30%

A. 30%
B. 63%
C. 7%

B. 63%

5. Medicare funding mostly comes from dedicated Medicare taxes,
premiums from people in Medicare, and general federal revenues.
As health care costs rise, what’s the best source for additional
Medicare funds?
A. General federal revenues
B. Premiums from people in Medicare
C. Other
D. Dedicated Medicare taxes
E. None of the above
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A. 21%

A. 21%
E. 42%

B. 11%
D. 26%
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A. 21%
B. 11%
C. 0%
D. 26%
E. 42%

Questionnaire 1

Q1. Which of these statements do you think describes
Social Security the best?

Q2. Which of these statements do you think describes
Medicare the best?

A. Social Security is okay as it is
B. It needs minor changes
C. It needs major changes
D. It is in a state of crisis

A. Medicare is okay as it is
B. It needs minor changes
C. It needs major changes
D. It is in a state of crisis

Q3. Do you expect to get more back from
Medicare and Social Security than
you have contributed, less, or about
the same?
A. More
B. Less
C. Same

State/
Congressional
District

Number of Any Respondents

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

CO

9,758

27%

30%

25%

19%

24%

29%

32%

16%

30%

31%

39%

1

1,138

31%

30%

23%

17%

26%

30%

28%

15%

28%

30%

43%

2

1,260

25%

33%

25%

17%

23%

30%

32%

15%

28%

35%

38%

3

1,726

26%

28%

24%

22%

23%

27%

32%

19%

30%

30%

39%

4

1,436

29%

30%

23%

19%

26%

30%

29%

15%

31%

30%

38%

5

1,357

26%

30%

24%

20%

23%

27%

32%

18%

31%

30%

38%

6

1,420

23%

31%

28%

18%

19%

31%

35%

15%

31%

33%

36%

7

1,309

28%

29%

25%

17%

25%

27%

33%

15%

29%

30%

41%

Questionnaire 1
continued
State/
Congressional
District

Number of Any Respondents

CO
1

Q4. When it comes to the future of Medicare and Social
Security, which of the following do you expect:
A. More funding will be needed to maintain the
same benefits
B. Benefits will be reduced
C. Either A or B
D. None of the above

Q5. When it comes to changes being made
to Social Security and Medicare in
Washington, which of the following
describes you the best:
A. I want to make my voice heard
B. I want to make my voice heard, but I
don’t think it will make any difference
C. I am not interested in being involved

A

B

C

D

A

B

C

9,758

34%

12%

42%

12%

46%

48%

6%

1,138

37%

11%

41%

11%

49%

44%

7%

2

1,260

35%

13%

42%

9%

49%

47%

5%

3

1,726

35%

11%

42%

12%

47%

49%

4%

4

1,436

33%

12%

42%

13%

47%

48%

5%

5

1,357

35%

14%

41%

11%

45%

49%

6%

6

1,420

34%

12%

44%

11%

45%

48%

7%

7

1,309

33%

13%

41%

13%

45%

48%

7%
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What People Are Saying
“Sliding-scale, income-based share (i.e., those with
higher pay and more resources should pay more
into the system), and for the disabled who are forced
into early retirement, stop penalizing them by
reducing their Social Security payments.”
—Gloria, Denver
“There is too much fraud in the system.”
—Joan, Englewood
“Increase the income level at which Social Security
tax is paid.”
—George and Vesta, Westminster
“Make deductions for Social Security compulsory
with no salary cut-off.”
—Lloyd, Aurora
“Because millions of seniors like me have paid into
it most of our lives with the Government’s promise
that when we need it, it WILL be there.”
—John, Cotopaxi
“Because of financial fraud brought against citizens
by Wall Street, people are going to need these
benefits more than ever.”
—Thompson, Grand Junction
“Yes! I believe I have earned these benefits and am
entitled to receive them without any reductions to
either Medicare or Social Security.”
—Kenneth, Erie
“It is important to increase Medicare prescription
benefits and provider pay rates.”
—Gene, Highlands Ranch
“It is important to maintain Medicare and Social
Security. It should not be privatized…but continued
for the future. Seniors need to be able to rely
on Social Security and protecting it should be a
#1 priority!”
—John, Fort Collins

“My wage deductions were supposed to guarantee
my Social Security in the future!! I PAID MY WAY!!
Do what needs to be done to help NEW people; do
NOT cut my earned benefits.”
—Suzanne, Denver
“Both programs need to be tweaked in order to fit the
realities of today rather than the realities of when
the programs were first formed. It’s the fraud in
Medicare that has me worried.”
—Steve, Florence
“Very important to maintain the safety net for our
senior citizens.”
—Brett, Fort Collins
“Yes, it is very hard to live on both of them when
you are hit with horrible diseases. The prices of
medicine alone can ruin you.”
—Judy, Broomfield
“It cannot possibly be maintained as is. There needs
to be changes. Stop paying those who don’t need it.
Give them back their money.”
—Gloria, Monument
“It needs to be strengthened so that it can help those
who need it.”
—Samantha, Loveland
“It is important to secure both because both are
in danger of not being there for retirees or young
people of the future.”
—Dorothea, Aurora
“They are the foundation of most American’s future.
Rightly or wrongly, but they are. We can make them
secure, but it won’t happen if we don’t find ways to
reach a bipartisan solution.”
—Phillip, Fort Morgan
“Without these programs, seniors can be financially
devastated.”
—Danny, Bethune
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What People Are Saying, continued
“1% more tax to fund future for both Medicare
and Social Security. No Social Security for people
making over $200,000 per year. Medicare for people
under $75,000 per year income. Those over $75,000
higher co-pays.”
—John, Glenwood Springs
“They are necessary to ensure the future welfare
of all but the super wealthy of our great nation.
Privatizing either of these programs will destroy
them, and most Americans will suffer from the loss
of these programs.”
—Donald, Palisade
“They need to be put on a path that can be sustained
over the long haul. People depend on them, and they
need to be there when people need them. We are a
rich country, and we need to take care of our own
people when they get old and/or sick.”
—John, Golden
“Medicare and Social Security keep a lot of our
seniors afloat. This is especially critical in these hard
economic times. Seniors are not getting hired for
new jobs and need Social Security and Medicare
to stay alive.”
—Sue, Durango
“I have benefited from both Medicare and Social
Security. Steps should be taken to ensure that
future generations can continue to benefit from
these programs.”
—Charles, Littleton
“Social Security can become more than solvent for
years to come with simply removing the cap on
payroll contributions to FICA. But the politicians
prefer to tell us the sky is falling.”
—Don, Kittredge

“Yes! Continuation of the program/payout of
promised benefits when due was a contract made
between the government and the wage-earner and
needs to be honored!”
—Robert, Longmont
“I think that high cost procedures, such as organ
transplants, should be eliminated from Medicare,
and the age for qualifying for Social Security
should be increased because people are living
longer and healthier.”
—William, Durango
“Everyone is getting more than they put in. We have
to increase the percent we put in this fund and raise
the age of recipients.”
—Felipe, Aurora
“Yes, because they are two of the most successful
programs. It’s not welfare, but a benefit paid for
by USA’s citizens.”
—John, Colorado Springs
“With the continued impact on the lower and
middle classes from the economy and the failure
of Congress to negotiate solutions, Medicare and
Social Security must be strengthened.”
—Judy, Castle Rock
“Contributions and benefits must be balanced
for both such that they don’t run out of funds.
Compromises may be necessary. Medicare fraud
must be eliminated because it’s costly and it gives
Medicare a bad rap.”
—Hans, Colorado Springs
“I have worked hard and paid into it all my life. It
will be all I have when the time comes. Being a
57-year-old construction worker has taken a heavy
toll on my body.”
—Joe, Lake City
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What People Are Saying, continued
“Yes—it is the cornerstone for health and financial
security for senior Americans. It must be maintained
and strengthened for my generation and all future
generations.”
—Jerry, Aurora
“We need to secure some financial security for future
generations.”
—Margaret, Pueblo
“Yes, I want them both here for my child and
grandchildren in the future. Medicare and Social
Security both need to be fixed!!!!!!”
—Joyce, Pueblo
“Certainly. Medicare and Social Security constitute
the backbone of a significant percentage of
American citizens, and the integrity of both
programs HAS to be preserved.”
—Floyd, Lafayette
“The people of this country worked for the benefits
of these two major programs. Future generations
will also work and pay for them. Cut out the waste
and corruption and get on with what needs to be
done to preserve these safety nets for our elders.”
—Frederick, Parker
“Many of us 60-66 year olds were forced out of
the workforce by the economy making us MORE
dependent on Social Security and Medicare
than planned.”
—Mary, Colorado Springs
“I want Social Security to be around for my
grandchildren. My husband and I believe healthcare
is also a necessary priority of a modern society and
with some careful monitoring for fraud and misuse,
we think the system can benefit everyone.”
—Barbara, Ridgeway

“We could not live without it. Between the two of
us, we don’t make enough to live, pay bills, and buy
food, which have all gone up every month. Also
medicine keeps going up. So, please help us to keep
Medicare and Social Security.”
—Marion, Dolores
“As baby boomers like myself age, there is an
increased demand for pension and health care
benefits. We have been paying into these accounts
for years, but they are at risk. Congress continues to
make cuts without weighing the human costs.”
—Laura, Denver
“It is not an entitlement. It is an insurance policy
we pay into our entire working lives and needs
to be maintained.”
—Gerald, Castle Rock
“WE have paid into these benefits all or our life. It
is not an entitlement. We deserve to have strong
Medicare and Social Security programs (the word
itself says SECURITY). This means it should be a
SECURE PROGRAM to do what it was set up to do.”
—Bernie, Loveland
“Ultimately, everyone is responsible for their own
retirement and health plans. I will be delighted and
surprised to receive benefits, but steps are needed
to ensure future benefits can be paid; if that means
reducing benefits, that is what is needed.”
—Sally, Lakewood
“Medicare and Social Security are the basis of the
security of our future that is being threatened by
political games and mis-management of the funds.”
—John, Kittredge
“Yes, it needs to be strengthened. I have never had
a retirement fund with any of my jobs and will
depend on Social Security to live. I lost most of my
retirement savings in this latest great recession.”
—Debra, Montrose
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What People Are Saying, continued
“With a vast number of baby boomers entering the
senior ranks, it is vital that Medicare and Social
Security are there to see us through. Heaven knows
that most baby boomers haven’t saved enough
money to last their entire retirement years.”
—Amy, Colorado Springs
“I am in my 70s now. I don’t have a chance to make
any changes in my retirement. With a fear of
inflation and increase in entitlement programs, I am
worried about my future.”
—Stuart, Denver
“Every person needs health coverage, particularly
older Americans. For those of us who have
contributed to Social Security, it is what we have
depended on in planning our retirement.”
—Tina, Superior

“Yes, because it is in a state of crisis, and many
people who need it like myself are now concerned
that these benefits will be taken away due to lack
of funding.”
—Donna, Littleton
“Whatever I might say would make no difference!
Congress is all about which political party you
belong to and there is NO cooperation whatsoever.
I am thoroughly disgusted with our elected officials
in Washington.”
—Betty, Castle Rock
“Yes, Our 401(k)s aren’t worth anything; Social
Security is our only income. We have both worked
for 40 and 50 years and have had Social Security
taken out of our checks for that period of time, so
we are ENTITLED to that money no matter what
ANY politician says. ENTITLED!!”
—R., Lakewood
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