How to Create a Brief Demographic Profile of Your Community
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Visit the website for American
FactFinder.
It is located at: http://factfinder.census.
gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
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Click on Advanced Search
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Click on Geographies.
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Under “Select a geographic type,”
click on County Subdivision-060.
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Next, select the state in which
your town is located.

(below the “Community Facts”
heading, not on the blue bar), then click
Show Me All (see image to the right).

In the example illustration to the right,
Maine is selected.
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Next, choose the county in
which your town is located.
In the example, Kennebec is selected.
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Next, select your town.
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Next, click on Add to Your Selections and, if there are no other geographies that you want
to include, click Close in the upper right corner of the Select Geographies dialog box.

In the example, China, Maine, is selected.

If, however, you want to compare the populations of your town and another, repeat the process and click on a
different town’s name, then click Add to Your Selections. You can also compare state or county data with the
data in your community.
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If you click on any of the tables
listed below Table, File or
Document title, you will get
targeted information about
the geographic area(s) you
have chosen. Note: You MUST
close the Select Geographies box
before proceeding to this step.
For example, clicking on Table S0101 will
give you a description of the age
distribution of the population, the median
age of the community and the percentage
of the population that is 60 or older.
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Now, enter the table number
that contains the information
you want in the box labeled
“topic or table name.”
If, for example, that table is DP05,
you will get a broad sense of the age
of the population and the number
of households.

Now click Go.
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The table you have selected will
be listed under Your Selections
in the upper left corner.
Different versions of your table will be
listed under Table, File or Document Title.
If you are interested in the most recent
data, click on the first option: ACS
Demographic and Housing Estimates,
2016 5-year estimates.
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After you have selected the table you want, it will appear on your screen. To the left, you will see a
box listing previous-year versions of the same table. Looking at those can help you explore the
changes that have occurred over time. Under the title of the table, you will see a line that includes
options such as Modify Table, Add/Remove Geographies, etc.
If, for example, you would like to
remove younger age groups, you
can do that by clicking on Modify
Table. The Add/Remove
Geographies option will allow you
to add a comparison geography,
such as the state or the county in
which your community is located.
Bookmark/Save will provide you
a permanent link to the table you
have downloaded. Clicking Create
a Map will allow you to compare
one variable on the table across
multiple communities if you have
included more than one geography
(e.g., several towns in the region)
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When you are done with your table, click on Back to Advanced Search, to the right. You will
return to the full listing of tables that you saw in step 9. Repeat steps 9 through 13 to view another
table if desired.
For more help using American FactFinder, go to:
https://www.census.gov/mso/www/training/aff_tutorial.html.

This is the list of tables that may be most useful to you, with an explanation of the criteria
by which they segment the data. Most are taken from the U.S. Census, American Community
Survey. Always use the most recent five-year data available on American FactFinder:
•T
 able DP-1: Population by age. Clicking on other versions of the table allows you to, for example, compare data
from U.S. Census 2000 with U.S. Census 2010.
•T
 able DP03: Selected economic characteristics. Includes information about median Social Security and median
retirement income.
• Table DP05: ACS demographic and housing estimates. Includes information about the age breakdown within the
community and number of households.
• Table B09020: Relationships by household type for the population 65-plus. Includes information about the living
arrangements of older residents—options include living with spouse, friends other relatives; living in an institution;
and living alone.
• Table B11006: Relationships by household type for the population 60-plus.
• Table B18101: Sex by age and by disability status.
• Table B19037: Age of household member by household income over the past 12 months.
• Table B19049: Median household income over the past 12 months by age of household member.
• Table B21001: Sex by age and by veteran status for the civilian population 18-plus.
• Table B22001: Receipt of food stamps/SNAP over the past 12 months by presence of people 60-plus for households.
• Table B25007: Tenure by age of household member. Overall age composition of community by owners versus
renters.
• Table B25027: Mortgage status by age of household member.
• Table B25072: Rental expenses.
• Table B25126: Tenure by age of household member by year structure was built. Includes the average age of the
homes that older people occupy by owners versus renters.
• Table B25128: Tenure by age of household member by year member moved into unit. Allows you to determine
how long residents have lived in the same place. Data are presented separately for renters and owners by age.
•T
 able C18101: Sex by age and by disability status. Allows you to report overall rate of disability by age and gender.
• Table C21007: Age by veteran status and by poverty status over the past 12 months and by disability status.
• Table S1002: Grandparents.
•T
 able S1101: Households and families. Includes information about the number of households with one or more
people 60-plus.
• Table S1810: Disability characteristics. Frequency of type of disability by age.
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