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What is Broadband?
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Broadband
=

High-Speed Internet



What is Broadband?
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The Federal Communications 
Commission defines “Broadband” as a 

connection with a minimum 
download speed of 25 MBPS and 

upload speed of 3 MBPS.
(2015 Broadband Progress Report)



2019 Advocacy Agenda
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Support adoption, improvements to, 
preservation of, and implementation of 

broadband infrastructure deployment and 
access policies that allow for reliable and 
affordable in-home high-speed Internet 

service.



Cross-Cutting Issues
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• Caregiving/Telehealth
• Enactment of telehealth laws or regulations that promote an 

individual’s access to health and home and community-based 
care services and choice of providers, and to support family 
caregivers and independent living.

• Livable Communities
• Adopting, strengthening, implementing, or preserving 

programs or policies in an Age Friendly Action Plan.



AARP State Broadband 
Advocacy (as of 06/05/19)
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Add text



State/Local Broadband Advocacy 
Opportunities
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• Electric Co-operatives
• Municipal Broadband
• Network Deployment Incentives
• 5G (Small Cell Antennae)
• State Broadband Taskforces



Federal Broadband Landscape
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• FCC proposes to cap Universal 
Service Fund (USF)

• USF supports
• Lifeline
• E-Rate Program
• Connect America Fund
• Rural Health Care (RHC) 



Benefits of Broadband
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• Health Care (e.g., Telehealth)
• Jobs
• Education
• Local Businesses



Points to Consider
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• Major age and education divide
• Little sense of disparate access
• Cost (not speed) major pain 

point



AARP Broadband 
Resources

12



13



14

Thank You

Coralette M. Hannon
Senior Legislative Representative
AARP - State Advocacy & Strategy Integration - Government Affairs
601 E Street, NW
Washington, DC  20049
Email:  channon@aarp.org
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THE STATE OF BROADBAND IN INDIANA

• AARP Indiana Broadband 
Survey

• Passage of SEA 460 
• AARP Livable Communities 

Rural Workshop

2018

• Passage of HEA 1065 
• AARP Indiana Public Comments
• Panelist at Statewide Broadband Summit
• Gov. Holcomb Pledges $100 Million
• AARP Indiana TTH

2019 2020

• Continue Efforts 
at the Statehouse

• Expand Local 
Outreach & 
Partnerships 

















THE JOURNEY WITH NONTRADITIONAL PARTNERS 





CONTACT INFO

Ambre Marr
Legislative Director, AARP Indiana
Email: amarr@aarp.org
Phone: 317-801-2584
Twitter: @ambremarr
www.aarp.org/legislativethings

mailto:amarr@aarp.org
http://www.aarp.org/legislativethings


RURAL LIBRARY HOTSPOT LENDING 
PROGRAMS
A collaboration between AARP Oklahoma & Oklahoma State University
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THE CHALLENGE: BROADBAND ACCESS 
IN OKLAHOMA

Data collected from Broadband Now via the FCC, NTIA, and other sources
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My district is the only congressional district      
in the country where broadband is available to 

less than half the population.

Congressman Markwayne Mullen
Oklahoma District 2

”“
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LIFE AND LIVING ONLINE

Healthcare
Entertainment
Job searching

Education resources
Social connectivity
Personal fulfillment

… and more!
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THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
Rural broadband adoption rates persistently 
lag from those in urban areas 

Income disparity in Oklahoma

Source:  Current Population Survey Internet Use Supplements, 2001-2015 Source: Lee and Whitacre, 2017
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TARGET AREA: A FEW STATS
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INNOVATION: THE SOLUTION
May 2017: Partnership launched by Oklahoma State University with 
four pilot libraries across Oklahoma

• Four hotspots in each library
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INNOVATION: THE SOLUTION
• May 2018: AARP Oklahoma grants OSU 

$3,000 to expand library hotspot program

• Expands program to three new libraries
– Davis, Oklahoma: population 2,774
– Marietta, Oklahoma: population 2,609
– Atoka, Oklahoma: population 3,077

• Also funds data for three devices 
previously placed in Okemah Public Library
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HOW IT WORKS
• OSU funds devices & data to libraries for the first year

– Libraries try to fund on their own after first year (local 
sponsors, budget)

• Libraries set all policies (length of loan, late return 
fees, etc.)

• Librarians report monthly statistics
• Librarians participate in monthly feedback conference 

calls
• Patrons complete one-page survey upon return 

– OSU summarizes results
– Can be very helpful in making case for local sponsors!
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OUTCOMES

2018 
AARP-funded 

hotspot locations
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LOOKING AHEAD
2019 – Four new library hotspot lending locations from AARP grant
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THE BIG PICTURE

Kudos to Dr. Brian Whitacre & 
the OSU team for your 
partnership and innovation in 
bringing broadband to rural 
Oklahoma!
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LEARN MORE!

Dr. Brian Whitacre
Oklahoma State University
Professor and Extension Economist
Department of Agricultural Economics
brian.whitacre@okstate.edu 
(405) 744-9825

www.agecon.okstate.edu/hotspot

Joy McGill
AARP Oklahoma
Associate State Outreach Director
jmcgill@aarp.org
(918) 352-5641

www.aarp.org/OK



Questions

Your Experiences and Ideas

Coralette Hannon (channon@aarp.org)
Broadband: AARP’s 2019 Advocacy Agenda

Ambre Marr (amarr@aarp.org)
Find the Intersection to the Connection

Joy McGill (jmcgill@aarp.org)
Rural Library Hotspot Lending Programs

Enhancing Community Infrastructure: Broadband
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