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Property Tax Reform

m How would you reduce reliance on property taxes to fund local
m government needs? Would you support or oppose linking property
taxes to a resident’s ability to pay?

AARP’s Position:
Reduce New Jersey’s over-reliance
on property taxes.

@Support Q Oppose

Christopher J. Christie (R)
Reduce New Jersey’s over-reliance
on property taxes.

Support O Oppose

Jon S. Corzine (D)
Reduce New Jersey’s over-reliance
on property taxes.

@Support O Oppose

Link property taxes to owner’s
ability to pay.

Support Q Oppose

Link property taxes to owner’s
ability to pay.

Support O Oppose

Link property taxes to owner’s
ability to pay.

Support O Oppose

Reform property tax system by
November 3.

@Support

Q Oppose

Reform property tax system by
November 3.

@Support

O Oppose

Reform property tax system by
November 3.

@Support

O Oppose

People living on low and/or fixed
incomes are increasingly hurt by
rising property taxes in New Jersey.
Residents on fixed incomes should not
be forced to move from their commu-
nity because of increasingly unafford-
able property taxes. Property taxes

in New Jersey are rising much faster
than inflation and do not account for a
property owner’s ability to pay.

AARP favors reductions in the heavy
reliance on the property tax, cuts in
government waste, and believes there
should be an increase in state aid for
local districts. AARP supports enact-
ment of long-term reforms to the
property tax system, no later than the
2010 legislative session.

Governor | November 3, 2009

With property taxes rising 55% in the
past 7 years, we need to change our
approach so government finds ways to
work better.

Here’s what I won't do: I won't elim-
inate property tax rebates — for any-
one. Rebates provide meaningful relief
while other reforms are instituted.
Seniors shouldn’t worry every year

if Trenton will decide to fund their
rebates again.

I'll also require our 565 towns to find
opportunities for shared services.
Seniors will pay less and receive better
services. And I'll require accountabil-
ity in public education so we see exact-
ly where our dollars are going. We're
paying $7,000 a year towards educa-
tion and aren't seeing the results. I'll
cut the cost of providing a quality
education by allowing for competition,
which will lower property taxes.

In NJ, we've long maintained that our
seniors deserve assistance. We have
a responsibility, as a community, to
honor our parents and grandparents.

That is why I expanded “Senior
Freeze” property tax rebates and
70,000 more seniors and disabled
residents are now eligible. I extended
the filing deadline so that everyone
eligible had a chance to get a rebate.
And, T ensured that this year’s budget
kept the expanded property tax relief
for seniors.

Though there is still work to be done,
we made many major reforms to the
property tax system, including the
historic new school funding formula
and $1.8 billion in new State spend-
ing on education. As a result, last year,
property taxes rose by their smallest
amount in a decade.
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Home- and Community-Based Services

m What specific methods would you support or oppose to protect

m residents of assisted living facilities? Do you support or oppose
protecting people living in assisted living facilities from eviction
after they have spent all of their personal resources and are now
eligible for Medicaid? Do you support or oppose establishing pro-
tections similar to landlord-tenant relationships, such as limits on
rent increases, for residents of assisted living facilities?

AARP’s Position:
Protect residents from eviction.

@Support Q Oppose

Christopher ). Christie (R)
Protect residents from eviction.

@Support Q Oppose

Jon S. Corzine (D)
Protect residents from eviction.

@Support Q Oppose

Establish landlord-tenant
protections.

@Support

Q Oppose

Establish landlord-tenant
protections.

@Support

Q Oppose

Establish landlord-tenant
protections.

@ Support

Q Oppose

Long-term care should promote inde-
pendence, dignity and choice of ser-
vices for older adults with disabilities
and chronic illnesses. Medicaid cover-
age for long-term services provides a
safety net for vulnerable older people
who have low incomes and few assets
or who become impoverished because
of long-term care needs. Medicaid-par-
ticipating nursing facilities must allow
residents to convert to Medicaid when
residents spend down resources and
are Medicaid-eligible. This rule does
not apply to assisted living facilities.

Therefore, thousands of residents

of assisted living facilities in New
Jersey may face eviction when they
have spent all of their resources and
are now eligible for Medicaid. AARP
supports applying the same protec-
tions to individuals in assisted living
that nursing home residents enjoy
and to the maximum extent possible.
All prospective residents and their
families should be given accurate and
dependable information when they
are choosing and entering contracts
with facilities. Meaningful procedural
protections for all residents facing
involuntary discharge should be
established.

Trenton’s misguided priorities have
put programs funding long-term care
at risk. As Governor, I'll enact stronger
protections for residents of assisted
living and other transition facilities.

I'll also end the abuse and fraud that
has hurt important senior services. It
was recently discovered that nearly

half of the state’s adult day care pro-

viders were suspected of “grossly abus-
ing” their authority to evaluate seniors.

Seniors deserve quality, nurturing care
— not to be taken advantage of. Just
as I did as US Attorney, I'll end the
corruption.

Funding these programs — and
making sure they run honestly and ef-
fectively — is the highest priority of a
caring society. By focusing on funding
our priorities first we will be able to
protect the things that matter most —
like long-term care.

For many seniors, assisted living is
the right option when looking for
long—term care. But, in most states,
assisted living is simply too expensive.
However, NJ is one of the few states
in which middle class folks can access
assisted living. It’s been my priority
to expand long-term care choices for
seniors, such as assisted living, home
care and other alternatives to nursing
home care.

I believe that aggressive enforcement
of our long-term care access laws is
crucial. My Administration exposed
some assisted living facilities who
were evicting residents after they
spent down their savings. That con-
duct is illegal and offensive, and we
are pursuing those bad actors to the
fullest extent of the law.

November 3, 2009 | Governor
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Health Care Reform

m Do you support or oppose amending state health care access pro-

m grams to allow moderate-income families to participate in NJ
FamilyCare? Would you support or oppose opening up the NJ
FamilyCare programs to individuals who do not receive employer-
sponsored health insurance?

AARP’s Position:
Expand access to NJ FamilyCare
programs.

@Support

Q Oppose

Christopher J. Christie (R)
Expand access to NJ FamilyCare
programs.

@ Support

Q Oppose

Jon S. Corzine (D)
Expand access to NJ FamilyCare
programs.

@Support

Q Oppose

Increases in health care costs chal-
lenge the continued availability and
affordability of health insurance.
Thousands of individuals and families,
as well as the economy, are harmed
when health insurance is unobtain-
able or unaffordable. The rising cost
of high-quality health care makes it
increasingly difficult for many New
Jersey businesses to compete in a
global market.

AARP supports health care reforms
that significantly improve access to
adequate coverage for those who

are either without public or private
insurance or at risk of losing cover-
age. Strategies for improving access
include opening existing public health
insurance programs. NJ FamilyCare

is a federal and state funded program
created to help New Jersey’s unin-
sured children and certain low-income
parents and guardians to have afford-
able health coverage. Parents at higher
income levels can purchase health
insurance for their children at reason-
able rates through the NJ FamilyCare
ADVANTAGE program. AARP sup-
ports opening these programs to all
individuals seeking to obtain afford-
able, quality health care.

Governor | November 3, 2009

The unfortunate reality is that many
New Jerseyans are without health
insurance while private insurance
grows increasingly unaffordable. More

employers are dropping insurance cov-

erage these days, and when they do,
there’s often nowhere to turn except
programs like FamilyCare, a program
which deserves our support.

Under my plan, more New Jerseyans
will be covered because we'll expand
choice and expand the types of cover-
age available. This will lower the cost
of private health insurance policies
just as these common-sense policies
have been working in other states.

The solution to the growing uninsured
problem isn’t a continuation of the
same policies, but a new voice who'll
try new approaches that are already
working in other states — and will
also work here.

Expanding access to quality health
insurance has been a top priority. Al-
though we cut the budget, we invested
in health care for working families.

We expanded access to FamilyCare
and FamilyCare Advantage to children
and parents in low- and middle-in-
come families. We established a first-
in-the-nation Express Lane eligibility
program to insure more children,

and, more than 570,000 children have
signed up. And, we will ensure that
every child has access to quality health
care in my 2nd term.

For seniors, we strengthened prescrip-
tion drug assistance and long-term
care. Now, we have comprehensive
supports for seniors to “wrap around”
their Medicare coverage.

Finally, for young adults, we made NJ’s
individual health insurance market
more affordable, leading to dramatic
increases in enrollment.
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110 Rockingham Row
Princeton, NJ 08540
1-866-542-8165

Candidate websites:
www.christiefornj.com
www.joncorzine09.com

If you are not registered to vote, go to
www.aarp.orglelections/ and click on
“Helping Americans Vote” under Tools for a
form to fill out and send to your local voter
registrar (the address will be there). Go to
the same website if you need an application
for an absentee ballot or to find out if your

state allows early voting and what dates
that will occur.
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